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te has been suggested to us, as an improvement 


in the plan of the National Register, that the vo-}] © og. 


th the years; 
Jpunes should commence and-close wi 
which meets our opinion so fully, that we adopt 


the arrangement. Hereafter the volumes will com- i 


mience on the first Saturdays of January and July. 
To our patrons, “or to ourselves, it will make no 
difference in a pecuniary point of view; but will 
y the accounts as it regards usall; and asa 

record for reference; it appears better 

that the arrangement be adopted, so that when the 
{books may be bound, and whea they shall have in- 
"greased to a considerable number, the state papers 
and proceedifigs of government for any particular 
= may be more readily found. Besides, there 
will be a unity and completeness, in the volumes} 

of any one year, much to be desired. .. 

Hereafter no subscription will be received fpr a| 

_» term Jess than one year; and each subscriber must 

-- epmmenée with a volume, and must pay fora year 
"jm advanee. Those gentlemen who are already 
subscribers may pay as heretofore, from March till 
March, unless they should prefer to bring their 
accounts up to the beginning of the year, and 


then pay annually from that time. 


We have now on hand a few complete files, 
which, including two volumes, may be had at 
dollars. They contain all ‘of the principal 

~ documents of the first session of the fourteenth 
-, @ongress, and many of the second. “The first-vo- 

* Jue embraces the regular period of six months, 
ep first. of March to September, 1816, and 

"fhe second volume from that time till the close of 
year. The volumes, fit for binding, can be 

* ‘gent complete, by mail, to any post office in the 
United States, at the rate of newspaper postage. 
The ‘editor guaranties their safe arrival at the 
place of destination. No orders for the back vo- 





Jumes will be attended to, except accompanied 
si the cash. 


x DEFENCE. 
At apticle from the Ohio Monitor is in.cireula- 
among®the newspapers, cortaining remarks 
“on our work, véry unjust, and probably: very inju- 
Tiods to us. We do not wish to apply any censure 
-to the writer, for they appear to have been called 
forth by‘an honest, but unaccountable misappre- 


to the subversion. of the 


1 cnaribnce 2 Tull shar which 

we allude to is f ity 

Pelvis Gite 
aad o 


poe oy 


% 
it: Propagating 
federalists 


perceive 
[oh ag Eee Fe 
worthy cause 


As to the cmitighaiedakec, 
ter fears and opposes—pernicious as he says they 
are—erroneous and imposing as they unquestiona- 
bly are, we must deny the novelty,and doubt the 
prevalence he allows to them. t 

“ We are all republicans—we are. all federal- 
ists,” said Jefferson. We have no inclination to 
show disrespect for that great man, or we would - 
not apply to that maxim the common of de- 
nigl amd disapprobation. We hold that tHere is 
an essential, universal, unalterable principle of 
difference between political parties in every coun- 
try, where the people think on public affairs. 
Wherever liberty exists in any degree, there is al- 
ways a party found endea ‘oring to sinengnntine it 
and another resisting the i infringer ite 

We shall not now enter into Political disquisi. 
tions, but merely attempt to. explain oyr private 
and public views. The existence of parties is ne- 
cessary—nothing but despotism and barbarism can 
unite them ; but the violence of party contention 
is unnecessary, disreputable and highly injurious 
to the nation. It exalts bad men and depresses 
the good. The plan *éf. our work rejects it, and 
the spirit of our principles rejects it still more de- 
cisively. As to any modifications of parties called 


“third parties,” we know nothing, and we wish . - 


to know nothing of them. We do not reject the 
periculose libertati, but, it is not our business to 
mingle in the battle. Ours.are the quiet councils 
not impartial-not indifferent; but above the’ com- 
motion. Is there in the temple of. "liberty no Be- 
rené recess, where literature, philosophy, and the 
arts may repose? We admit the importance of 
the universal cause, but must evéry effort of @ve- 
ry mind be forced into the 


> shension: we intend only to place before the pub-|| positi 


» fic, in return, a- most solemn disavowal of the 
"Sentiments and intentions ji d to us. The 
e meres we speak of are th 
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here noticed, were retraced the lines intended to 
- circumseribe our course, and on that subject we 
used these expressions ; - 

' . As for personal abuse and party disputes, we 
shall avoid, because we dislike them. On all sub- 
jects of national concern we have still been on 
the side.of our country, and, right or wrong, shall 
be likely to continue in the habit; but as to par- 
tisan violence, it is not only repugnant to our sen- 
timents, but, as we humbly apprehend, unwérthy 
a respectable national work, contemptible in itself, 
and pernicious in its effects. At the outset we 
promised that it should be repelled trom the Ze- 
gister. It shall be so. This is no specious, patron- 
catching plan of insincere policy. -It was adopted 
in the full spirit of our féelings: it is the dictate 
and determination of our consciences ; and, there- 
fore, as such, it has whatever pledge we can give 
of interest or consistency—whatever responsibility 
can arise on the score of public duty or private 
character—it has the guaranty of these, that it 
shall never be abandoned.” 





A GAZETTEER OF THE UNITED STATES. 

A new work of this-kind is demanded so gene- 
rally and so eagerly that it cannot be delayed any 
longer. We are now making the most extensive 
arrangements for producing—not a new edition of 


any of the obsolete, erroneous systems in use, but }} 


a work founded upon information altogether new 
and authentic. By means of our peculiar facilities; 
by the assistance of the members of Congress, and 
others at present in the capital ;- by our immense 
correspondence to the most remote and obscure 
corners of the country; by circulars to be address- 
ed to our good friends, the post-masters, whose 
numbers already exceed three thousand, to be by 
them distributed to the literary men of their 
towns, &c. or answered by themselves when they 
may be able and willing; by every means which 
policy and liberality may jointly dictate ; we hope 
to procure a more valuable, interesting and exten- 
sive body of statistical information than has ever 
yet been collected in the United States. The 
American Philosophical Society, the New-York 
Philosophical and Literary Society, and Massachu- 
setts Historical Society, are engaged in the same 
pursuit ; but the efforts of public bodies are gene- 
rally dilatory, precarious, undecided, remitted, 
and finally more or less abortive. Every one ac- 
quainted with the history of literature must be 
aware of this; for ourselves we have often been 
the mortified, participating witnesses of the fact. 
However, without the vanity of attempting, or 
Wishing to place in competition’ with their com- 
bined labors the result of our individual attempts, 
“we announce that we have thoroughly weighed 
"the project, and shall prosecute it to the utmost 
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practicable extent. Before the ensuing summer 
we shall begin to extract and digest the work from 
the materials then on hand, and in the course of 
the season have it completed and published, Suck 
‘information as may be unsuitable, or too Copious 
to be inserted in the gazetteer will be valuable 
for our Register, and nothing valuable shall be 
Jost. Our circular letters state distinctly and regue 
larly, in a series of questions, the nature and ex 
tent of the information which we wish, so that 
each, or any, of the queries may be filled up by our 
correspondents without difficulty. We state hers 
in a brief manner what the subjects of enquiry 
are. The natural geography being supposed ge 
nerally known, we want accounts of the peculiari: 











ties of the mountains, streams, lakes, navigation; 
&e.; and a regular description of the climate; 
diseases, soil and productions, (that is, the geo.’ 
logy, mineralogy, zoology and botany, &c.) ‘the 
cultivation, manufactures, trade and other occu: 
pations ; the population, police, manners, morals; 
education, societies, religions, condition and histo: 
ry; the improvements, including cities, towns; 
arsenals, magazines, hospitals, fortifications, found: 
aries, mills, &c.; the antiquities and curiosities, 
whether natural or artificial, aboriginal or colonial; 
and lastly, all miscellaneous or peculiar cireum- 
stances that cannot be definitely referred to. 

Every person in the community is interested in 
our success; but. the public journalists are most 
intimately concerned. By the liberal co-operation 
of that great class of public men, an era in litera- 
ture and political science may be formed, highly 
interesting and grandly important; and to them 
will be its first and last advantages. We are, 
therefore, willing to believe that, without any par- 
ticular solicitations, tliey will publish this notice, 
or something in its stead, that place the subject 
before the peoples’ view, and impress its impor 
tance upon their minds. 





BANK SPECULATIONS. 

Every one may not be able to show the point at 
which forbearance becomes imprudent and dis- 
graceful, but every person of spirit can feel «here 
itis. The public have endured a great deal froin 
the impositions practised by bank speculators, and 
it seems to us that the 20th ef February next will 
be the point, beyond which, only folly and mean- 
ness can extend the endurance. We might per- 
haps trust to the discretion of bank-stoek-holders, 
if such a quality as discretion existed among them; 
we might suffer private speculation, unparalelled 
and unprincipled as we behold them here, to go 
forth, hand-in hand with public embarrassments, to 
multiply and replenish the earth, if they could give 
us any reason+-no not reason—but any mere pre- 
tence of honest looking dishonesty, that there 
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would be benefit in procrastination. We have seen 
no regular attempt to assign reasons—nothing, at 
least, like a face of decent respect towards the 
public, through their whole conduct during the 
year now closing—closing with fears and losses on 
our part, and great gains on theirs, that did not arise 
from services rendered, or common principles of 
justice regarded. t : 
We do not make it matter of complaint on this 
score, though in every view so great a grievance, 
that a man, in any common business, must get as 
regularly shaved at the brokers, as at the bar- 
bers ; but when a bank either authorizes the busi- 
ness for itself, or connives at it in its officers, tothe 
public it is the same outrage on all the decent forms 
of imposition. When the bank if which the pub- 
lic deposits are made, pays drafts, &c. by giving at 
par, depreciated money bought for the purpose— 
that is, in some instances, allowing ninety dollars 
worth of money for every hundred that they are 
bound to pay, the transaction cannot be justly 
spoken of but in terms incompatible with gentle- 
manly demeanor. It is very,true that no person is 
bound to submit to such usage, but how many ‘are 
there that know this when the bank officers assure 
them to the contrary; or rather how many more 
are there, at this very period, whose homes are at 
great distances, and having drafts from the United 
States’ Treasury, in satisfaction of claims, consider it 
better to sustain the loss than enter protests for non- 
payment, and appoint agents to recover their dues. 
Demanding specie being” now one of the forgot- 
ten habits of the happy olden time, we look for 
nothing but the current notes of the place we live 
in, or depreciated paper at market price. The 
bank offers depreciated paper at par. We demand 
their own notes and are told that it would be un- 
safe for the banks to issue too much of their own 
paper, and that it is a general rule for the banks 
to give no more of their own than is convenient. 
We inquire what paper they have, and are pre- 
sented with something under a discount of eight 
or ten per cent. But how does the bank become 
possessed of such money, since it accepts of none 


at par? Why, it is purchased by some of the offi- 


cers of the bank, in their individual capacities : and 
the bank permits them to clear the difference be- 
tween the par and market price, in discharging the 
claims of the national creditors. 

If we submit to the imposition, we must next 
encounter the insult offered to our understandings 
when we are told that one person has as good a 
right to shave notes as another. That is very true, 
but what would we think of the impudent depra- 
vity of the broker who would offer to pay his debts 
or the debts of others, with the depreciated paper 
at par, which he purchasedy for the purpose at 
ninety dollars to the hundred. 
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We have neither room, at this season of the year 
nor patience at any time, to describe all the evils 
we witness and suffer ; but there is another that 
has a right to get out. We suppose it is general» 
ly understood that the numerous tribe of offiec 
clerks, and other persons employed in the public. 
departments, receive their salaries in drafts upon 
the banks at New-York which receive the cus- 
toms, and having the payments regularly credited 
to, them in the Bank of. Columbia hére,. it thus 
enables the holders of drafts to obtain a premium 
on their checks equal to the difference of ex- 
change. 

In order to clip as closely as possible the petty 
incomes of that poor’ class, so inexcusably neg- 
lected by the congress whose liberality was all to 
themselves, the bank purchasers of bank paper, 
offer only five per cent. premium on those New- 
York treasury drafts, and overtures were made for 
a conspiracy with the brokers to allow no more, 
though the exchange was actually ten per cent. 
Here is five per cent. attempted to be gained by 
some ones that have no right to any thing, from 
persons that have full claim, and stronger occasion, 
for all that is thus intended-to be afforded to them. 

There is a particular responsibility on the trea- 
sury department to stop this intolerable evil, as 
the bank alluded to is,suffered to hold an’ office 
in the very house appropriated to that depart- 
ment—to carry.on the new. business of bank 
brokerage under the same roof. 

It may be added, that a person concerned in 
this hitherto unheard of species of shaving. is now 
intriguing for a place in the branch of the United. 
States’ bank, proposed to be established here, in 
order to carry on the trade upon a scale commen- 
surate with the resources of the thirty-five millions, 

eerie 


PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


MEMORIAL. 

To the honorable the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, in Congress, the 
representation of commissioners of the State of 
New-York, in behalf of the said State, respect- 
fully showeth : ; 

That the legislature of the said State, in April 
last, passed aa act to provide for the improvement 
of their internal navigation, of which act we take 
the ee of cry: herewith a copy. In 
this it will be seen that a of commissioners 
is constituted, and that améng other duties enjoin- 
ed upon them, they are to make applica- 
tion to.the government of. the United States for 
cessions, grants or donations of lands, or money, 
for the purpose of aiding in opening a communica- 
tion, by means of canals, between the navigable 
_—e vobhe on river me Fina ‘Erie, the 
said navi waters an Champlain. To 
fulfil this requisition, then, is the object of this 

id ‘ ‘ 


Next to the establishment and security of the 
right to self-government, we fatter ourselves that 
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no. subject requiring legislative interference can 
be found more interesting than the one which we 
are charged to lay before your honorable body. 
And we venture to solicit your favorable consi- 
deration of it, in full confidence that an enlighten- 
ed public spirit may justly give to it such a mea- 
sure of patronage as cannot fail to produce signal 
benefit to the nation. 
The benefits to be acquired by the United 
States, from the construction of these canals, will 
most obviously and immediately affect their pe- 
cunfary and their political interests. More re- 
motely, indeed, they will exert a favorable infhi- 
ence upon every object embraced within the 
scope of an enlightened and paternal policy. If 
we consider the extent and fertility of our territo- 
ry north west of the Ohio, the large proportion of 
it which yet remains unsold, the disposition and 
the ability which our eastern fellow citizens pos- 
sess to.purchase and to improve it, we cannot but 
be sensible of the great pecuniary advantage 
which would result from opening to them a safe, 
easy, and economical passage into that territory. 
Every dollar saved to them, in oo of re- 
moving hither, would operate to enhance the va- 
lue of the public lands, and at the same time to 
hasten their settlement: and it is obvious that a 
canal from the Hudson, to lake Erie would save a 
large portion of these expenses. The number of 
ersons to be affected by this consideration cannot 
[ accurately stated;.it certainly would not be 
small. We are well assured that in the course of 


one year, since the war, more than twelve thou-} 


sand new settlers, almost exclusively from the 
east, have established themselves within the limits 
of this State, west of the Gennessee river. 

Whatever adds to the value of all that land pro- 
duces, must increase the value of land itself. To 
a country which depends upon a distant market 
for the sale of its ie productions, it is of 
great importance to afford.every possible facility 
of transportation ; for all that is taken from the ex- 
pense of transportation is added to the’ value of 
the articles transported; and by cheapening the 
rate of carriage many articles are rendered valua- 
ble, which would otherwise be worthless. 

Moreover, if habit, or the necessary accommo- 
dations of life, require that such a country should 
consume foreign goods at the amount of all its sur- 
plus productions, it is evident that the land-holder 
there enjoysa twofold benefit in every increased 
facility transportation. a the whole 
of the country between the. great lakes, the Mis- 
sissippi and the Ohio, (certainly the greater part 
of it) would derive, from the completion of our 

rincipal canal, greater advantages for distant 
communication than any country so far inland has 
hitherto enjoyed, and incomparably greater than 
that country can ever derive from any other 
means. Regarded, then, merely as a measure of 
pecuniary wisdom, we trust your honorable body 
will make. such an appropriation m favor of it as 
will ensure its accomplishment. 

But considerations of a political nature seem, to 
us, most urgently to recommend the construction 
of these canals. The great influence exercised 
over the western Indians, even in our own terri- 
tory, by the subjects of a foreign government, we 
have always had numerous reasons to wish destroy- 
ed. ‘Fhe influence depends materially upon es- 
tablishments erected for the promotion of the fur 








trade. Any measure that would open, between 
one of our seaports and the region where furs are 
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collected, a road, in all respects preferable to an 
other, besides drawing to our citizens a profitab| 
commerce, would tend, eventually, to the subtep. 
sion of that influence ; and, in the mean time of. 
fer to us important facilities for controling it, "ast 

The trade carried on between our country 
the Canadian provinces is already considerable 
and is rapidly growing. ‘The fruits of the earth 
from the southern shores of Erie and Ontario, ang 
from the borders of Champlain, find their Way to 
the. ports of our northern neighbors cheaper than 
they can to any, which offers a market, of our 
own, and there changed for the various commodi, 
ties of foreign countries. This trade is, indeed 
profitable to many of our citizens who engage in 
it, but it is much more so to the British. Sakieerie 
their control, they direct it to the advancement of 
all their public interests. And it is no mean jp. 
strument of that advancement. It is evidently the 
vital spirit of their internal navigation, which it 
cannot fail to exalt into a consequence that mg 
hereafter greatly affect us. Would not the prose. 
cution of our projects to complete effect, result 
immediately in giving to citizens of the United 
States the entire profits of this trade, and to go. 
vernment all the security and influence connected 
with a thickly settled frontier and a most decided 
superiority of shipping on the lakes ? 

Nothing can be more certain than that the con. 
tinuance of our union is essential to our freedom, 
The means. of this continuance are to be found 
only in the strength of our common interests, 
Whatever extends and consolidates these inte. 
rests, then, must be of distinguished importance to 
government; and can any thing be imagined more 
efficaciously conducive to these objects than open. 
ing to distznt sections of our country the means 
of easy and profitable intercourse? Virtuous and 
enlightened men among us have long delighted 
themselves with looking forward to the period 
when a canal communication between the Hudson 
and lake Erie would afford to half the United 
States more ample means of promoting every so- 
cial interest than have heretofore, in any country, 
been furnished by the accomplishment of any hu- 
man enterprise. 

The advantages of canals were not enti: ely un- 
known to ancient governments. Among them, 
the wisest and most powerful executed works of 
this kind, in every direction throughout their ter- 
ritories, for the purposes of agriculture, commerce 
and war. The vestiges of many of these are still 
discoverable, and they are doubtless to be reckon- 
ed among the most impressive memorials that re- 
main of ancient greatness. When we recollect the 
instrumentality which canals have formerly exhi- 
bited in collecting the blessings of wealth, strength, 
and a crowded population of every country thro’ 
which they passed, and see those very countries, 
by the neglect and ruin of them, reduced to their 
original barrenness, can we suppress a conviction 
of their immense utility? But it is not alone from 
histery and the faint traces of them, which have 
survived the lapse of many centuries, that the ad- 
vantages of these improvements are to be known. 
There are proofs more conclusive. Our own times 
furnish them. In contemplating the present state 
of Europe, it is impossible not to be struck with 
the number and extent of her canals. And we 
perceive that they abound most in those countries 
where the wants of the social state and the means 
of power have been most diligently explored, and 
are mest profoundly understood. We see them 
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there enabling extensive empires to hold in 
speedy administration, to every public object, all 
the resources of their remote sections; and, at 
the same time, increasing those resources prodi- 
giously by the economical exchanges, of which 
they are the occasion. } : : 

Experience is always a safe guide. It is especi- 
ally to be trusted when it has been acquired in the 
midst of difficulties and dangers, and has been 
sanctioned by the wisdom of different nations. If 
then, in the pressing exigencies of recent events, 
when every power of national defence and annoy- 
ance has been exerted, when all the capacities of 
men, as individuals, and the political combination, 
have been remarkably involved, we observe in 
that quarter of the globe, a perpetually growing 
attention to the subject of canals, is it not expe- 
dient—is it not wise for us to engage in making 
them? No country is more susceptible of all their 
benefits than ours: none, of large extent, presents 
fewer impediments to their construction. ‘They 
constitute improvements peculiarly fit for a repub- 
lic. They contribute equally to the safety and 
opulence of the people, and the reputation and 
resources of the government. They are equally 
desirable in reference to the employments of 
peace, and the operations of war. In whatever 
light they are viewed, they seem to combine the 
substantial glories of the most splendid and per- 
manent utility. 

But if the execution of those of which we are 
the advocates be impracticable, or would involve | 
an expense disproportionate to their value, they 
can have no claim upon the favor of the national 
legislature. On these topics we entertain no 
doubts. The minute examination which has been | 
made this season, under our superintendence, of 
all the lands which these canals will transverse, 
has convinced us that an expenditure not exceed- 
ing ten millions of dollars would be sufficient to 
perfect them. Shall they remain unattempted ? 
The State of New-York is not unaware of her in- 
terest, nor declined to prosecute them; but where 
those of the general government are united with 
hers, seem to be paramount, she deems it to be 
her duty to ask for their assistance: Wherefore, 
in her behalf, we solicit your honorable body to 
make such an appropriation, in lands or money, 
to aid in the construction of these canals as you, 
in your wisdom, may think reasonable and just. 

By order and in behalf of the said commission- 
ers, ata meeting held in Albany on the 10th of 
November, 1816. 


DE WITT CLINTON, Pres’t. 


KENTUCKY. 
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE TO THE LEGISLATURE. 
Fellow citizens of the Senate and 
of the House of Representatives, 

Imeet you under circumstances truly distress- 
ing to the State, and painful to every lover of good 
men. Our late governor, George Madison, first 
in the confidence and affections of the people, is 
flo more. He was a true patriot, 4 brave and ge- 
nerous soldier, and blessed with’ every noble and 
amiable quality which can adorn the human cha- 
racter. In his death the State has sustained an ir- 
reparable loss, which, in common with my fellow 
citizens, I sincerely lament. Conscious that I am 
unequal to the high and important duties of chief 
Magistrate of the commonwealth, I would most 








cheerfully have declined the post whith the oon- 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 1817. $ 


stitution has assigned me, had tis deplorable 
visitation of Providence and the partiality of my 
countrymen left me this alternative; but 

commanded me to meet the. responsibility thus 
devolved; from which, relying for support on a 
kind Providence, I could not—I will. not shrink. 
Ardently devoted from my youth to the great and 
essential principles of liberty, as recognized and 
established by the tenth article of the constitution . 


that all free men, when they form a social com- 
pact, are equal; and that no man or set of men 
are entitled to exclusive, separate, public emolu- 
ments or privileges from the community, but in 
consideration of public services; that all power is 
inherent in the people, and all free governments 
are founded on their authority, and instituted for 
their peace, safety ar 1 happiness. My best exer- 
tions through life shall be made to perpetuate this 
best of governments to the latest posterity. It 
will be to me a consolation, in my closing scene, 
to believe that my labors have contributed in any 
the smallest degree to give strength and duration 
to this fair fabric of American freedom. It is not 
my design to discuss at large the merits of our 
constitution, but the great principles of equal 
rights and equal Fon upon which it is founded, 
cannot be too often repeated and impressed upon 
the public mind. However melancholy the event 
which placed me in the executive chair, I hope to 
be pardoned for availing myself of this opportuni- 
ty of returning to my constituents, through you, 
my sincere thanks for their good opinion and re- 
spect manifested for me at the late election. 
Deeply impressed with a sense of the impor- 

tance of the trust, I should despair but for the sup- 
port I confidenily expect from you, with many of 
whom I have so often mingled feelings and senti- 
ments on the legislative floor. I commence my 
executive duties fully persuaded that I shall fre- 
quently err from want of information and defect 
of judgment; and that my conduct, when cor- 
rect, will be often censured from’ prejudice and 
mistake. To you, however, and my constituents 
who have given me so many proofs of their confi- 
dence and affection, I pledge myself fairly and 
faithfully to administer the government according 
to the republican spirit and principles of our free 
constitution. I will do every, thing in my power 
to satisfy those who have bestowed on me their 
suffrages; by a fair and just course to reconcile 
others, and to advance the freedom and happiness 
of all. I will discourage party spirit, Which so 
often generates dangerous and corrupt factions, 
destroys social happiness, distracts the public 
councils, and deprives the —_ of the advan- 
tages of the united efforts of the wise and good to 
promote the public welfare. Party spirit, although 
sometimes unavoidable, is at all times unpleasant, 
and often mischievous. Parties too often lose 
sight of the causes and principles which gave 
thein birth; organize factions, who frequently sub- 
stitute their will for the will of the people, and by 
an artful and active course contrive to give tone 
to public opinion and public affairs. From long 
observation and experience, I have been led to 
conclude that true and practical republicanism 
under our government consists in an honest and 
faithful discharge of duty, according to the spirit 
and principles of the constitution; and that al- 
though factions may unhappily divide and distress 





a country, a chicf magistrate ought to pursue the 
union of his fellow citizens, and the good of the 


of this State, in which, among others, it is declared 
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State independently of all parties. Believing that 
under a government based on the moral feelings 
and moral power of the people, a just and impar- 
tial administration will insure the best and most 
firm support, I must rest my claim to public ap- 
probation on the integrity of my course and the 
good sense and justice of my fellow citizens. 
Animated by these views, I do, in the sincerity of 
my heart, invite a cordial and united effort for the 
good of our common country. 

The late period at which I came into office 
must be my apology for esa to bring to your 
notice many subjects proper for considera- 
tion. Such omission will be readily supplied by 
the superior wisdom of the legislature. I will pro- 
ceed, however, to mention some of those mea- 
sures which have occurred to me as worthy your 
attention. When I commeneed my official duties 
there were on hand twelve hundred muskets with 
accoutrements, &¢. part of which, pursuant to the 
authority vested in me, I have delivered to several 
independent companies, taking bond and security 
for their preservation and return; limiting the 
number to fifty for each company. Whether the 
law which confines the distribution to the inde- 
pendent companies should not be changed so as 
to furnish all, without distinction, I submit to your 
better judgment. It is truly gratifying to witness 
the military pride which pervades the militia of 
Kentucky ; and whether we ought to rely entire- 
ly upon the supply of arms expected from the ge- 
neral government, or provide an additional quan- 
tity by purchase or otherwise, you will determine. 
I feel bound, however, to state my decided opini- 
on in fuvor of having the militia all armed. » Arms 
produce discipline, inspire a spirit of manly inde- 
pendence, give the people confidence in their 
strength, and prepare them for resistence to op- 

ression. Many look to the military peace esta- 

lishment of the United States as a school for dis- 
cipline ; but it is believed a small army divided 
and dispersed along our extensive frontier cannot 
furnish such a field for the acquisition of military 
knowledge as ought to relax our attention to the 
militia, justly styled the bulwark of every free 
State. This view is strengthened by the notorie- 
ty of the fact, that the familiar and dexterous use 
of arms among our citizens, was severely felt by 
the British forces during the late war.’ It will be 
proper tomake our militia law conformable to the 
uct of Congress, passed at the last session, pro- 
viding for the appointment of one colonel, one 
lieutenant colonel, and one major to each regi- 
ment, instead of a lieutenant colonel and two ma- 
jors. Of the necessity of other changes in our 
militia System, you are, from your own observation 
and experience, better able to determine. 

I presume you will agree with me that nothing 
in this government, whose firmest rock is public 
sentiment, is more worthy of your attention than 
the promotion of education, not oniy by endowing 
colleges or universities upon a Jiberal plan, but by 
diffusing through the country seminarics and 
sthools tor the education of all classes of the com- 
munity; making them free to all poor children, 
and the children of poor persons. At an carly pe- 
Tiod there was granted to each county in the State 
six thousand acres of land for the esiablishment 
and support of schools; this has heen productive 
of some good, but the fund has proved inadequate 
to mect the enlightened and liberal views of the 
legislature. It is essentially necessary that schools 
shoul’ be more diffuséd to suit the convenience 


ri 


(No. 1. Vor. 1 


of the people. It is believed there are funds with, 
in our reuch, which, in a few years, would enable 
us to establish through the State a system of edy. 
cation which would be attended with incalculable 
advantages. Knowledge and virtue are ey 

where the surest basis of public happiness; the 
strongest barriers against oppression; a powerful 
check to mal-administration, by rendering it ne. 











cessary for those in power to secure not the bli 
but the enlightened confidence of the people. 
Every child born in the State should be consider. 
ed a child of the republic, and educated at the 
public expense, where the parents are unable to 
do it. Such a system will not only improve the 
minds and morals of our youth, and thereby ren. 
der our free institutions more durable, but b 
thus diffusing the benefits of government through. 
out the body politic, it will be strengthened in 
the affections of the people. They will be bound 
to it by new ties; and more permanency, as well 
as a more settled character, will be given to our 
population. To effectuate objects so valuable and 
desirable, I recommend an inquiry into the titles 
of lands stricken off to the State and forfeited; 
revision of the law of escheat, and for the appoint. 
ment of escheators, and that such lands with a tax 
on banks and such corporations, as from their na- 
ture are proper subjects of taxation, and such part 
of ‘the dividends on the bank stock of the State, 
as can be spared without materially increasing the 
public burdens, may be appropriated for the pur- 
pose of establishing an extensive and convenient 
system of education. I have gone into the subject 
of arming our militia and educating our youth, 
from a conviction that a people who understand 
their rights and have arms to defend them cannot 
be enslaved. 

The state of our judiciary must ever be a sub- 
ject of primary importance, and regarded with 
deep interest by every citizen. Upon the judici- 
ary, every man essentially depends for the pre- 
servation and enjoyment of his life, liberty, pro- 
perty and reputation. It is among the first and 
highest obligations of government to have the 
laws faithfully executed, and justice ably and im- 
partially administered to the people, without un- 
reasonable expense or delay. To secure these 
blessings is the leading motive of mankind; to 
submit to the restraints and burdens of civil go- 
vernment, such general and special provisions as 
are best calculated to remedy the defects and in- 
conveniences in the administration of justice, de- 
mand the prompt and efficient attention of the 
legislature. I had strong doubts of the expedien- 
cy of the change in our circuit court system, made 
at the last session; nor have those doubts been re- 
moved; but as it has received the sanction of a 
majority of the representatives of the people, it 
woukl secm to me proper to give the systema 
fair experiment. Frequent changes are unsafe, 
and. generally injurious to the public. A consi- 
derable degree of stability in the institutions and 
course of a government, is necessary to secure 
confidente and respect. Instead, therefore, of 
making any material alteration, I would recom 
mend the adoption of such amendments and regu- 
lations as will best remedy its defects. 

In proportion as this republican government is 
precious to every man who loves his neighbor 
and delights. in the free4¢m and happiness of his 
fellow beings, should be his vigilance to check all 
practices calculated to destroy its purity or change 
its chafacter. ‘To furnish the strongest motives to 





NS cE 





Vor 


met 


witl 





oT. 





————— 





TTT 





Vor. L—1817.] 


men, to deserve well of their country, and to make 
public office and station the reward of qualifica- 
tions and integrity, would seem to me congenial 
with the spirit and character of such a govern- 
ment. A practice therefore, which tends to place 
merit without wealth in the shade, and to enable 
the rich to monopolize the offices of government, 
has at least an aristocratic tendency, and demands 
severe reprehension. I therefore recommend to 
the legislature a revision of the laws against sel- 
ling offices, and the enaction of such provisions 
and penalties as are best calculated to suppress 
the mischief which seems of late to be increasing. 

The Penitentiary demands some notice. It is 
necessary to repair and enlarge the building, and 
the nature.and variety of the duties are such, that 
the keeper cannot give to the whole the requisite 
attention. Besides the consideration that the 
business is too arduous for on¢ man to superintend, 
a change in the management of its'‘concerns, seems 
to me necessary and proper to secure that account- 
ability which ought to characterize every branch 
of our political economy, . It appears to me proper 
to make it the duty of the keeper to purchase the 
raw materials, and deliver over the articles manu- 
factured to an agent to be employed by the go- 
vernment to receive, sell and account for them. 
These suggestions do not proceed from a distrust 
of the fidelity or diligence of the keeper. He is, 
I believe, faithful and well qualified for the office. 

The removal of obstructions in our smaller 
navigable streams, and a co-operation with our sis- 
ter states bordering on the Ohio, for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of that river, are subjects 
proper for your consideration. I have, I confess, 
brought them into view, without having matured 
any plan to lay before you, and therefore rely on 
your better judgment and information to devise 
the means best adapted to the objects. 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by the 
third section of the first article of the constitution 
of the United States, I have filled the vacancy oc- 
casioned by the resignation of our late senator, the 
hon. Wilham T. Barry, by the appointment of 
Martin D. Hardin, esq. after receiving from that 
gentleman an assurance that if appointed, he 
would proceed immediately to the seat of the 
general government. The necessity of having this 
state fully represented in the senate of the union, 
until this vacancy could be filled by your appoint- 
ment imposed upon me the duty of exercising 
this power. Having, I trust, performed my duty 
in this respect, the. power and duty of making a 
choice is now by the constitution devolved upon 
the legislature. 

I cannot close this communication without con- 
gratulating you and your constituents upon the 
health, happiness and plenty for which our state is 
distinguished. No people have more reason than 
ourselves to acknowledge with pious gratitude 
their dependence ona supreme ruler of nations. 
Our history furnishes throughout the most signal 
and almost miraculous proofs of a providential 
agency in our affairs. God inthe abundance of his 
goodness, has watched over and preserved us in all 
the trials through which we have passed. Instead 
of suffering us to become the slaves of a tyrant he 
has re-established in our land, man’s dominion 
over himself, and every assemblage of the repre- 
sentatives of the people furnishes another demon- 
stration, that this great republican experiment will 
be successful. In him then let us put our trust 
the only true and legitimate sovereign whem man 
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should worship and adore ; with sincere and grate- 
ful hearts, let us supplicate a continuation of his 
blessings ; and with a firm reliance on him, I am 
ready to proceed with you to perform the task as- 
signed us by our constituents. 

GABRIEL SLAUGHTER. 


OHIO. 
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE TO THE LEGISLATURE. 


Gentlemen of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, 

It will no doubt be highly gratifying to you, that 
your first mecting at the permanent seat of go- 
vernment, under the dispensations of a divine pro- 
vidence should be attended with many favorable 
circumstances. With few exceptions, the whole 
world is now freed from the turmoil and desolation 
of war, and restored to a state of tranquility and 
comfort ; and even where war does exist we find 
a people struggling to establish that independence 
and liberty, which our forefathers after similar ef- 
forts established in this our happy country. 

As neighbors inhabiting the same continent, en- 
titled by every principle of justice to self govern- 
ment the people of South America merit our best 
wishes. ; 

Our country generally, but particularly the state 
of Ohio has been highly favored. 

We have been blessed with health, and although 
the season appeared more unpromising than any 
before experienced, yet the earth brought forth 
her fruits in abundance, not only for our own sup- 

ly, but enough for the immense increase of popv- 
fation and even a large excess for exportation— 
these with many other blessings which we enjoy 
in an eminent degree, give that Almighty being 
from whom they all proceed, the highest claim to 
our most sincere and gratcful acknowledgments. 

Ohio possesses advantages which will, by the ap- 
plication of. proper means, enable it to become a 
ue agricultural and manufacturing state, and 

rom the excellence of its soil and climate, per- 
haps no tract of country of the same extent, on the 
globe, is capable of supporting a greater popula- 
tion. This is now encreasing beyond any former 
example, and no doubt at this time exceeds half a 
million. >. 4h 

Such, gentlemen, is the country with its growing 
population, which you now represent, and whose 
present prosperity and future destinies are mea- 
surably committed to your care and guidance. 

The stations which have been assigned to you, 
gentlemen, are no less responsible than honorable. 
A wide field is open for the exercise of the ta- 
lents, patriotism and industry which will be found 
in your honorable body and the present state of 
the country, will claim your particular attention. 
The immense importation and consequent con- 
sumption of articles of foreign manufacture since 
the war, with other causes connected with the 
suspension of specie payments and restrictive sys- 
tem adopted by the banking institutions, the dis- 
advantages im the course of exchange with the 
Atlantic states end the uncertainty of the paper 
currency of the country, have altogether, produced 
a scarcity of circulating medium, a state of embar- 
rassment, inconvenience and loss to the country 
seldom experienced. 

Most of these will be done away by the adop- 
tion of economy and industry on the part of the 
community at large, aided by such wise legislative 
regulations as you, gentlemen, coining from every 
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part of the state, with an intimate knowledge of 


the wants and interests of your constituents may 
think proper to adopt. 
Among the objects which claim your particular 


attention are the public schools and the means of 


improving the mind of the rising generation, the 
navigable rivers and public roads of the state. 
The opportunity of acquiring an education in 

Ohio, has hitherto been confined to the few; and as 

a general dissemination of learning necessarily 

conduces to the improvement of morals and be- 

haviour, whilst in effect, it gives to the people a 

more extensive knowledge of their rights, it be- 

comes the legislature of a free state, to adopt 
measures co-extensive with their means to accom- 
plish these objects. 

The navigal:le rivers and public roads, as the 
means of conveying the surplus produce of the 
country to market, are of the first importance to 
the state—notwithstanding the fertility of our soil, 
if the surplus produced from it, beyond our own 
consumption does not command a price sufficient to 
reward the husbandman, the spring to industry is 
in a great measure destroyed. 

Qhio abounds in beautiful and useful navigable 
rivers; these however require artificial aid to ren- 
der their navigation safe. Besides many of them 
are almost entirely obstructed by milldams, which, 
under proper regulations and with efficient locks 
and slopes, might facilitate the navigation, but 
without, may be strictly considered public nuisan- 
ces. ity 

I recommend to your consideration the propriety 

of levying such a tax on the lands of the counties 
through which the several navigable streams pass, 
as will be sufficient to render the navigation of 
them more safe and certain, and that the same be 
expended under the authority of boards of com- 
missioners appointed for that purpose or such other 
authority as you may deem politic and proper. 

The great advantages derived by the community 
at large from good roads is self evident. They 
promote convenience and facilitate intercourse, 
they give an additional value to the adjacent lands, 
and at all times increase the wealth of a country. 

In proportion to the fertility of soil, is the diffi- 
culty generally of improving the roads, especially 
if the country be level. A great proportion of 
this State is thus situated, and hence much more 
jabor is required in keeping the roads in repair 
than where the ground is mere uneven and less 
fertile. 

It is evident, from past experience, that the pre- 
sent system for making and improving the roads 
is defective, and dees not produce that result 
which the best interest of the State requires. 
The advantages to the land holder, through or 
near whose land a good road passes, greatly ex- 
ceed the inconsiderable sum required of him in 
taxes. I, therefore, recommend to your consider- 
ation a revision of the present road laws, and that 
such a system of taxation be adopted as will best 
sait the different parts of the State; and which, 
together with such proportion of personal labor 
as may be deemed necessary, will put and keep 
the roads in the best repair. 

The manner of expending the three per cent. 
on the nett proceeds of the sale of public lands in 
Ohio, seems to be universally condemned ;- and 
experience has proved to every reflecting mind 
that a better disposition may be niade of it—firmly 
persuaded of this, I again recommend to the con- 
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fining its expenditure to the leading roads y 
State and for that purpose meme ry m4 
poration of companies, authorized to make 
manent roads in such@lirections threugh the 
as will best promote the general interests thereof 
and that the legislature take, for the benefit of th, 
State, such portion of the capital stock as may be 
deemed proper, to be paid out of the three per 
cent. fund, always applying the proceeds of such 
stock in like manner. 

I am persuaded, gentlemen, that at a time go f), 
vorable as the present, the internal improvement 
of the State generally will receive your particulay 
attention. ‘The amount received from 
in taxes, properly applied in this way, is returned 
to them with a compound interest, and their 
sense will always lead them to approve such g 
course. It is the improper application or waste 
by false economy of public moneys, of which the 
people will have a right to complain. It is mis. 
taken economy to refrain from taxing the commu. 
nity when these taxes can be applied in the most 

rofitable manner to their advantage. Under these 
impressions, I recommend to your consideration 
the propriety of continuing the present rate of 
taxation on lands, even if the direct tax of the 
United States should be discontinued, and that the 
surplus of the revenue beyond the ordinary ex. 
penses of the government, be applied towards 
making such substantial and permanent improve. 
ments as the legislature shall direct. 
In compliance with the act entitled “an act to 
provide for the assumption and payment of the 
quota of direct tax, assessed upon the State of 
Ohio by the United States, for the year one thop 
sand eight hundred and sixteen,” 
Loans were obtained as follows, viz: 
Of the Miami Exporting Company, $ 47,000 00 





Of the Bank of Chillicothe, 37,000 00 
Of the Bank of Muskingum, 20,000 00 
Amounting to 104,000 00 


Of which there was paid to the trea- 
sury of the United States on account of 





the direct tax, 88,527 62 
To the treasury of this State, 15,472 38 
Amounting to 104,000 00 


The enclosed letter of the auditor will explain 
to you the causes for this payment in the State 
treasury. 

The a:ditor and treasurer will lay before you 
their reports for the current year, by which it will 
be seen that there remains in the treasury $ 4,000. 
{t will also be seen that about $ 5,006 have been 
paid as premiums for wolf scalps during the past 
year. This expenditure increases annually. Whe- 
ther this increase -proceeds from imposition ot 
other causes, is a subject for your inquiry. 

The people of Indiana have formed a constitu- 
tion and become a sovereign independent State, 
and no doubt will be firm supporters of the rights, 
liberties and union of the general government. 
The constitution they have adopted, in most of 
its provisions, is very similar to our own; and I 
feel highly gratified that they have, in the most 
unqualified manner, prohibited slavery. From a 
similarity in our civil institutions, soil and climate, 


the same; which affords the best security for the 
most lasting haitaony between the two States. 
The beauty and advantages of the site fixed on 
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apparent as it progresses in improvement. 
acme for the present be subject to some in- 
conveniences, but the fertility of the sur. 
rounding country, and the extraordinary improve- 
ments made since its establishment, there is every 
reason to expect that,-in a short time, the grow 
of the town will remedy these inconveniences. | 
Having set that example of piety to God, in- 
tegrity, industry, harmony and economy, in dis- 
charge of the important duties committed to you, 
which your fellow citizens have a right to expect 
and vour stations in society require at your hands, 
and having implored the blessings of that Almighty 


being who governs the universe, on-the result of |} p 


r labors, you will return to your homes with 
ne alee reflection of having used all the 
means in your power to promote the best interests 
of your constituents, and will carry with you the 
highest claims to their approbation. 

I sincerely hope that this your first session at 
the permanent seat of government may be attend- 
ed with the most beneficial consequences to the 
good people of the State, and be held u as an 
example worthy the imitation of future legisla- 
tures. It will afford me the most sincere pleasure 
to co-operate with you in every measure tending 
to promote the welfare and happiness of the good 


people of the State. 
T. WORTHINGTON. 
Columbus, Decémber 3, 1816. 


LOUISIANA. 
GOVERNOR’S SPEECH TO THE LEGISLATURE. 


Fellow citizens of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, 

The peace of our country is still happily pre- 
served. Its auspicious influence on agriculture, 
commerce, and indeed all the pursuits of civil life, 
is sensibly felt, and cannot but be gratefully ac- 
Enowledged. That the great powers of Europe, 
with whom the United States have relations, 
should also have sheathed the sword, furnishes a 
further cause for mutual felicitation. Qur satisfac- 
tion would be complete if the respite from the 
toils and calamities of war had brought to the hw- 
man family an exemption from injustice and op- 
pression; but there is reason to believe that many 
of its memberé are yet the victims of unrelenting 
tyranny. The press of migration to our peaceful 
shores—the preference shown by the unhappy ex- 
ile to this favored land, assure me that elsewhere 
man cannot find as great a share of safety and fe- 
licity. How fortunate is our lot? Amidst the af- 
flictions of nations small is the portion fallen to 
the United States. Of the blessings accorded io 
man, how invaluable are those possessed by the 
American citizen? He can think freely on all 
subjects, and may write and publish what he 


thinks. The rights of conscience, of persons and. 


of property are secured to him—his industry 
brings forth “ a hundred fold,” and he reaps its 
fruits undisturbed. Whilst, with pious humility, 
we bow in gratitude to God, for such signal proofs 
of his favor, let us with zeal and assiduity perse- 
vere in every measure which promises to strength- 
en and perpetuate the great principles of eivil 
and religious freedom. 

It was a maxim of the fathers of our country— 
the illustrious founders of the American republics, 
that “ a well regulated militia is the safest defence 
of a free people” Impressed with its truth, 1 
dceply lariient that the militia of this Staté are not 
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as efficient in tactics and discipline as they have 
proved to be in patriotism and valor. The re- 
cords of the adjutant general’s department will at- 
test that the executive has not been wanting in 
exertions. A deficiency in military experience 
may have been one cause why these exertions 
were not more successful. But the militia laws 
have not afforded the necessary aid—their inade- 
quacy is manifested to every individual attached 
to the service. I recommend, therefore, an en- 
tire reform ; that our military system be assimi- 
lated as far as circumstances will admit tothat of 
the Union; that it provide for a more ample sup- 
ly of arms ‘and better instruction in their use ; 
that some strong inducements be offered to offi- 
cers to remain in service, and that they be invest- 
ed with authority to enforce that degree of subor- 
dination, without which all efforts to train and or- 
ganize citizen soldiers must be useless. In the 
present moment of tranquility a disposition to ne- 
glect militia’ duty is apparent; but in indulging it, 
we may commit a most fatal error. 

The nation best prepared to avenge outrages is 
most secure against them. The doctrine of legiti- 
mate sovereignty (which the rulers of Europe 
have combined to sustain) is illy calculated to en- 
sure peace upon earth and good will among men. 
It at leastdoes not guaranty permanent repose 
to States, who denying “the divine rights of 
kings,” look to the people as the rightful source 
of authority. But to guard against foreign aggres- 
sion is not our only duty. We should take at 
home every precaution to preserve unimpaired 
for our posterity the rich inheritance of free elec- 
tions, equal representation and just laws. The 
great instructors of mankind, the faithful historians, 
inform us that free — have often been 
assailed by the hand of violence, and that an en- 
lightened people can best maintain their rights 
against the ambition, the fraud and artifice, which 
are always laying in wait to grasp them. I speak 
of that inordinate ambition, which in all ages has 
prompted men to rise to power and distinction on 
the ruin of public liberty—of that fraud and arti- 
fice with which tyrants of every grade veil their 
designs, but never so successfully as among a peo- 
ple uninformed or unwatchful of their privileges. 
The representatives, thetefore, of a free State 
should consider the diffusion of knowledge as an 
object of primary importance: they should give 
great publicity to the charter which defines with 
accuracy, and allots with precision, the powers of 
the different branches of government; to the laws 
severally enacted, and to the various subjects 
which may, from time to time, occupy their deli- 
berations. But above all things, care should be 
taken to rear their youth in the paths of virtue, 
science and patriotism. That those who are to 
succeed to independence ‘and self government 
may know how to estimate and how to use the 





great heritage. The interests, then, of literature 
I hope will always be fondly cherished, and the 
most liberal encouragement extended to those 
worthy citizens who devote themselves to the in- 
struction of our children “ in the way they should 
go;” in teaching the young ideas how to shoot, 
and the young affections how to move.” 

As relates, gentlemen, to our general system of 
jurisprudence, I have only. to recommend that, in 
whatever innovation the wishes of the people may 
suggest, or their convenience require, you pro- 





ceed with a cautious and sparing hand. Experi- 
ments in legislation, as in ‘medicine, often prove 
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of injury to those on whom they are first attempt- 
ed. Societies, as individuals, become attached to 
objects with which they are familiar, and unwill- 
ingly part with institytions, the merits of which 
experience has taught them. The system of pa- 
rish courts, whose powers and mode of proceed- 
ing are now familiarly understood, is, J am per- 
suaded, pleasing to a majority of your constitu- 
ents; nor doI doubt but the circuit system, by 
curtailing the number of districts and rendering 
the sessions of the courts less frequent, may be 
made alike satisfactory. 

Louisiana is indebted to a kind Providence for 
many agricultural and commercial advantages— 
but these may be greatly improved by the enter- 
prise and industry of man. There is no state in 
the Union, where the inland navigation is suscep- 
tible of more and such immediate amelioration, and 
yet there is none where it isso much neglected. 
A few thousand dollars annually appropriated and 
judiciously expended in opening canals and remov- 
ing obstructions in some of the water courses 
west of the Mississippi, would enhance the value 
of a vast tract of territory ,contribute to the accom- 
modation of a considerable portion of our popula- 
tion, and invite to the market of New-Orleans an 
immense produce. 

In many points of view, gentlemen, ¢his city is 
peculiarly entitled to your notice. It is your only 
sea-port, and the great commercial depot for 
Western America. 

The rapidity of its growth, is as inevitable, as the 
magnitude and splendor which she must ultimate- 
ly attain; hence the necessity of establishing and 
perfecting such municipal regulations, as shall in- 
sure tothe many thousands of persons destined to 
reside and to sojourn within its limits, the reign of 
law and order, as shall discourage vice, and incite 
to virtue ; as may provide employment for the 
poor ; relief for the distressed, and under the pro- 
tection of Heaven promote the health, and pro- 
tract the life of man. 

The gréat highway of the state—the Nile of 
America—at some times so beneficial, at other 
times so destructive, cannot but claim attention. 
How to restrain its waters, becomes a subject of 
serious enquiry of late years, their increase is ap- 
parent. By some it is believed, the bed of the 
river, rising by its deposits, occasions the overflow- 
ing of the banks; By others, that the settling and 
reclaiming the Jands near its’ source, preventing 
the wider spread of the waters above, throw them 
with greater violence on the country below. In 
either case, the strengthening of our levees, and 
the opening of drains leading towards the lakes 
and the sea, may become essential. 

The treasurer will lay before you his annual re- 
port of receipts and expenditures, From it you 
perceive the ‘pleasing aspect our finances have 
assumed. The ‘fidelity with which the state has 
hitherto met its engagements, is no less caleulated 
than her great and growing resources to give 
strength and stability to the public credit. The 
ordinary receipts during the present year have 
enabled us to meet the current expenses, and to 
pay the Planters Bank, fifteen thousand dollars. 
‘This amount was borrowed under a promise that 
it should. be returned within twelve months, and 

e pledge is redeemed. 

The account of the state, against the general 
government for monies expended on fortifications, 
have been adjusted, and sixteen thousand four 





hundred dollars bcen advaitted and paid. I direct- 
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ed that amount to be applied to the r i 

the debt due to the - and Planters’ Rant 
The peculiar circumstances under which the 
state authorities commenced their functions Made 
a resort to the public credit unavoidable ee it 
gives me pleasure to know, that notwithstandin 
the delay, which necessarily attended the arrange 
ment of our fiscal system, and the embarrassment 
from within and without, which until the return of 
peace, greatly affected the people, we should have 
been able, so considerably to diminish the public 
debt as to leave little doubt, that in two or at most 
three years, it may be wholly extinguished. There 
are other objects of less general concern, to which 
I shall call the attention of the legislature, but are 
reserved for special messages. 

Gentlemen,—The period to which the constity. 
tion limits my continuance in office will arrive jn 
a few weeks. In the meanwhile, I shall emplo 
myself in bringing to a close such unfinished by. 
siness as requires my agency, and in preparing the 
executive department for a transfer to the respect. 
ed and distinguished citizen designated as my suc. 
cessor. It is now the 15th year that J have as. 
sisted in administering the government of this 
section of the United States; and when F look 
back to the scenes through which we have passed, 
no one can be more sensible of the many obstacles 
encountered. In the unsettled state in which I 
found affairs on my first arrival in Louisiana, 
amidst the frequent changes of government which 
ensued, and the difficulty of accommodating the 
laws to the wishes of a people differing in lan. 
guage, in customs in early habits, and on many 
subjects discordant in sentiment and opinions, it 
became impossible to pursue a course of conduct 
with which all would be satisfied. A continued 
opposition, therefore, excited no surprize. I could 
only hope, from the character of the citizens, that 
the great majority would view with candor, and 
receive with indulgence, my honest efforts to 
serve them—feeling the weakness of human na. 
ture, I am far from supposing it has not been my 
misfortune to commit many errors. ' When I en- 
tered into the public service I could only stipulate 
to discharge my duties zealously and faithfully to 
the best of my judgment. My conscience assures 
me that this condition has been fulfilled, and with 
the most scrupulous exactitude. In évery situa- 
tion of life I shall cherish the warmest attachment 
for the interest of this State. I trust that no event 
may occur to disturb her happiness; no untoward 
circumstances may interrupt her prosperity; con- 
cord, harmony and mutual confidence sweeten the 
private and domestic circle; they tend no less to 
give tranquility and force, and safety to political 
communities. The solemn covenant, by which 
Louisiana was added to the empire of American 
liberty, has been happily consummated. The peo- 
ple have been received into the bosom of the 
American Union, and with equal privileges. Let, 
then, no improper jealousies be fostered—no in- 
jurious distinctions be made. We are members 
of one family, and have the same common inter- 
est. 

I cannot retire from the station, to which ‘the 
people of the state were pleased to raise, without 
tendering to them my sincere acknowledgments. 

Had this station been free from every embarrass- 
ment, I might not perhaps have justly estimated 
their generous patronage. But in moments of my 
greatest difficulty, the proofs of personal confi- 





dence and the support afforded me, can never be 
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forgotten; they are deeply engraved ona grate- 


poe for your individual happiness, and 


for the usefulness of your public labours, I can 


ou my best wishes. 
only offer you my Des ru. C. C. CLAIBORNE. 


New-Orleans, November 20, 1816. 
. 





NATIONAL LEGISLATURE. 


SENATE. 

Friday, Dec. 27.—A resolution was offered by 
Mr. Wilson, and agreed to, asking for information 
from the President, relative to the progress made 
in surveying the military bounty lands of’the Unit- 

States army. 
~~ Tait offered a resolution, which was agreed 
to, for instructing the committee on the public 
lands about the expediency of an act for the ex- 
change of territory with some Indian tribes. __ 

Mr. Troup offered a resolution for instructing 
the committee of claims relative to the expediency 
of an act to compensate for the services of certain 
militia of Georgia, called out in 1792 and 1793. It 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. Dana offered another, which was laid on the 
table, for instructing the committee of foreign re- 
lations relative to an act declaring the maritime 
precincts of the United States. 

Monday, Dec. 30.—The president of the Senate 
communicated. a memorial from the legislative 
council of Mississippi Territory, praying for ad- 
mission into the Union as a State. 

The president also laid before the Senate a com- 
munication from the acting secretary of war, trans- 
mitting a statement of the expenditure and appli- 
cation of ali monies by the war department, dur- 
ing the year ending the 30th Sept. last. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Troup, on 
Friday, directing the committee of claims to in- 
quire into the expediency of authorizing the pay- 
ment to the State of Georgia of certain claims for 
the services of militia called out under the autho- 
rity of the United States, in 1792 and 1793, for the 
defence of said State against Indian invasion, was 
taken up and ed to. 

The bills from the House of Representatives for 
the relief of Nathaniel Taft, and for the relief of 
John Ricaud, were committed to the committee 
of claims. 

Mr. Tait laid on the table the following motion; 

Resolved, That the Senate will, on ‘Thursday 
next, proceed to the appointment of an assistant 
door-keeper,. 

No other business being offered for considera- 
tion, : 

The Senate adjourned. 

Tuesday Dec. 31—Mr. Roberts, from a select 
committee, reported unfavourably on the petition 
of Robert Kid. Report concurred in. 

Mr. Noble offered a resolution relative to the 
division of the quarter sections of certain portions 
of the public lands. 

The house resumed the consideration of Mr. 
Dana’s motion for settling the maritime precincts 
of the United States, and for the safeguard of friend- 
ly vessels, &c. Mr. Dana made some remarks rela- 
tive to the case of Pierce, whose case, though he 
was killed within a mile of our shore, yet started 
4 question in the British naval court whether it 
was within the jurisdiction of the United States. 
In England, he said, they did not confine their ju- 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 1817. 1 


risdiction toa league ; they did not define it; they 
measured it by their cannot afloat. Under the ad- 
ministration of Washington, a correspondence 
took place, when it was decided that we could 
not prudently claim jurisdiction beyond one ma- 
ritime league. He thought that insufficient. Often 
in passing headlands it was necessary to go more 
than a league from shore ; but still, they ought, in 
such cases, to be within protection. The resolu- 
tion was agreed to mem. con. 

The bill for the relief of S. Bingham was re- 


| jected. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion, of the 30th instant, to proceed on Thurs- 
day next to the appointment of an assistant door- 
keeper, and agreed thereto. 

Mr. Sanford submitted the following motion for 
consideration : 

Resolved, That the committee of commerce and 
manufactures be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing, by law, uniform rates of 
damages and interest in.cases of protests of foreign 
bills of exchange. 

The Senate adjourned to Thursday. 

Thursday, Jan. 2. 1817.—The resolution submit- 
ted by Mr. Noble, on Tuesday, respecting a divi- 
sion of a proportion of the quarter sections of the 
public lands, was considered and agreed to. 

The Senate went into a consideration of the re- 
solution offered by Mr. Sanford, on Tuesday, to 
inquire into the expediency of establishing by law, 
uniform rates of damages and interest in cases of 
protests of foreign bills of exchange. 

Mr. Sanford submitted a few remarks to show 
the competency of the government to regulate 
the amount of protests in the cases specified in the 
resolution, and the necessity of providing some 
uniform rule on a subject which varied now so 
much in the different courts of the Union; after 
which, the resolution was agreed to without ob- 
jection. 

After postponing to Monday the election of an 
assistant door-keeper, and the consideration of the 
executive business, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

{The following message from the President of 
the United States. received on the 26th December, 
was referred to the committee on foreign relations, 
and should have been inserted in our ot number, 
in the statement of that day’s proceedings.] 

To the Senate and House of Representatives, of the 
United States, 

It is found that the existing laws have not the 
efficacy necessary to prevent violations of the ob- 
ligations of the United States, as a nation at peace, 
towards belligerent parties, and other unlawful 
acts on the high seas, by armed vessels, equipped 
within the waters of the United States. 

With a view to maintain, more effectually, the 
respect due to the laws, to the character, and to 
the neutral and pacific relations of the United 
States, I recommend to. the consideration of Con- 
gress, the expediency of such further legislative 
provisions as may be requisite for detaining vessels 
actually equipped, or in a course of equipment, with 
a warlike force, within the jurisdiction of the Unit- 
ed States; or, as the case may be, for obtaining 
from the owners or commanders of such vessels, 
adequate security against the abuse of their arma- 








ments, with the exceptionsin such provisions pre- 
per for the cases of merchant vessels furnished 
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with the defensive armaments, usual on distant and 
dangerous expeditions ; and of a private commerce 
in military stores, permitted by our laws, and 
which the law of nations does not require the 


United States to. prohibit. 


Dec. 26, 1816. 
Friday, Dec. 27.—Several petitions of a private 
nature were presented and referred. Among them 
a memorial, Y the speaker, from the legislature 
of the Mississippi Territory, noticed above. Also, 
one from sundry manufacturers of bar iron in New 
Jersey, praying an increase of duty on imported 
bar iron. Also, one from sundry members of the 
Mississippi legislature praying a division of the 
Territory, and that the western part may be ad- 
mitted into the Union as an independent State. 
Mr. Chappell (committee of pensions and revo- 
lutionary claims) made several unfavourable re- 
ports. The committee was discharged from fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of 'T. Newell. 

Mr. Candict (committec on the revisal of unfin- 
ished business) reported, in part, a list of thirty 
seven bills remaining unfinished at the close of the 
Jast session. 

Mr. Tucker (committee for the District of Co- 
Jumbia) reported a bill to incorporate the Frank- 
lin bank of Alexandria, (now called Real Estate 
bank, &c. 

Mr. Pleasants (committee on naval -affairs) re- 
ported unfavourably on the petition of Thomas I. 
Allen, representative of William H. Allen, late 
commander of the Argus. ‘The report and peti- 
tion were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Calhoun offered for consideration the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
repealing so much of an act, entitled “ An act 
further to amend the several acts for the establish- 
ment of the treasury, war, and navy departments,” 
passed the 3d of March, 1809, as authorizes the 
President of the United States to transfer appro- 
priations. 

Mr. Calhoun supported the motion by advert- 
ing to the practice injurious to the public interests 
particularly in the war department, permitting 
appropriations to be diverted from one purpose 
to another. After some remarks from others the 
resolution was agreéd to. 

Two or three resolutions of a private nature 
were then admitted. 

On motion of Mr. H. Nelson, it was resolved to 
direct a select committee to inquire into the pro- 
priety of further extending the time for locating 
Virginia military land warrants, and for returning 
tie surveys thereon to the general land office ; 
and also, of further extending the time to complete 
the surveys and obtain‘the patents for lands under 
Virginia resolution warrants ;- with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

The speaker laid before the house a statement 
from the-War department, the same as that noticed 
above in the proceedings of the senate ; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas, 

Resolved, That the committee on the public lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
adopting such restrictions as will be calculated to 
prevent the formation of companies to monopolize 
public lands in the Mississippi Territory. 

The order,of the day was taken up, Mr. Con- 


JAMES MADISON. 
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property lost, captured or destro 
service of the United States. 

Tuesday, Dec. 31.—Mr. Newton, fro 
mittee of commerce and manufactures, reresot 
bill for the relief of Isaac Lawrence, and others of 
New-York ; which was twice read and commit 
Mr. Robertson, from the committee on the h. 
lic lands, made unfavourable reports on the eti 
tion of sundry inhabitants of Jefferson countr, re 
the Mississippi territory ; on the petition of John 
W. Simpson, and of sundry inhabitants of Shaws, 
noe town, in the Illinois Territory ; which reports 
were severally read and concurred in. 

Mr. Taylor of New-York, from the committee of 
elections, made a favourable report on the Petition 
of Rufus Easton, contesting the election of John 
Scott, the sitting delegate from the Missouri Tey. 
ritory. The report and accompanying documents 
were ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. Chappell, from the committee on pensions 
and revolutionary claims, made an unfavourable 
report on the petition of Anthony Latour, which 
was ordered to lie on the table ; also, a similay 
report on the petition of Susannah Mechin ; which 
was read and concurred in. 

Mr. Williams, N. C. from the select committee 
appointed to investigate the decisions of Richard 
Bland Lee, commissioner of claims for lost proper. 
ty, &c. made a report, stating that the great magg 
of documents connected with the evidence in 999 
decisions, rendered it impossible to investigate 
the whole of them, and presuming that such ex. 
amination was not contemplated by the House, 
concluded with a resolution that the committee be 
discharged from a further consideration of said de. 
cisions. 

Mr. Forsyth opposed the admission of this re. 
port, as he believed the commissioner had acted 
wrong; had substituted his own ideas of justice 
for the letter of the law ; and he had no idea that 
the inquiry should be smothered under a load of 
apers. 
‘ Messrs. Fletcher, Mills, Williams, and Hulbert 
were for admitting the report on account of the 
difficulty of examining all the papers ; contending 
that Mr. Lee’s conduct was unimpeachable, and 
that the committee of claims had anticipated them 
in the examination of all the material cases. 
Mr. Forsyth remarked, in reply, that this com- 
mittee had solicited the duty of examination, and 
he was not willing that they should now be allow. 
ed to evade it. If the committee of claims had ex- 
amined it, they had transgressed their right, which 
was to report upon the law, but the select com- 
mittee were bound to inquire in relation to the 
officer. 
Mr. Ross was for laying the report on the table. 
He thought the character of the officer had alrea- 
dy suffered too much by their discussions, and it 
was fair to allow a right to show if his errors were 
unintentional or not. 
Mr. Wilde was against admitting the report, on 
the ground that committees should be required to 
examine fully the matters committed to them. 
The question on concurring in the report of the 
select committee was taken, and carried without a 
division. 
The documents were then, on motion of Mr. 
Grosvenor, referred to a committee of the whole 
house. 
The speaker laid before the house a report from 
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dict in the chair, on a bill authorizing payment for 


the acting secretary of war, in weeny of a reso- 
lution of the last session, on letter of major 
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i iv ‘ itures of 
arrison, relative to the expendi 
heen by him, on the north-westefn fron- 
~ during the late war ; which, on motion of Mr. 
jehunem Ky. was referred to a select committee, 
y “dered to be printed. . 
pe een of ME. Webster, the committee of 
‘avs and means were directed to inquire into the 
be riety of remitting certain dutics paid on a 
pantity of steel imported in 1814, by Edmund 
‘ nathan Dwight. 
ihe order of the day-—The House then resolved 


: i committee of the whole, Mr. Condict 
poe cero on the bill to amend the act making 
compensation for property lost, &c. during = 
late war; Mr. Johnson’s amendment being sti 
ideration. 

= wane went into a general defence of the 
conduct of Mr. Lee, contending that he had sought 
all the light that was to be obtained on _the cases 
brought before him. That he had applied to the 
attorney general, but was refused advice, and to 
the President, who, after two months delay, told 
him to proceed in his decisions. He thought we 
should pay all losses occasioned by the war. 

House adjourned to Thursday. ‘a 

Thursday, Jan. 2, 1817.—A number of petitions 
were presented and referred 3 among them the 
petition of the inhabitants of Newburyport, Mass. 
praying indemnification for French spoliations, 
prior to the year 1800. . 

The Speaker oifered to the House certain docu- 
ments, transmitted to him by Edwin Lewis, of the 
Mississippi Territory, embracing charges of offi- 
cial misconduct, in Harry Toulmin, one of the 
judges of that Territory. ‘There accompanied the 
papers no memorial or petition, asking the atten- 
tien of Congress to the subject ; but simply a let- 
ter*from Mr. Lewis to the Speaker, requesting 
him to lay the papers before the House, and stat- 
ing his ability to substantiate the allegations against 
judge Toulmin ; which papers, the Speaker, as he 
was bound to do by its rules, laid before the House. 

It was objected to by Messrs. Grosvenor, M‘Kee, 
Johnson, and Wilde, on the ground that there was 
no regular petition or person responsible to sup- 
port the charges; that the House, if it would at- 
tend to such informal complaints, might be annoy- 
ed by calumnies against innocent persons. That 
to be innocent until 
guilt appeared, and that judge Toulmin had sup- 
ported the fairest character, &c. 

Messrs. Randolph, Webster, & Southard thought 
that every person had. aright to be heard by them; 
that it was their business to judge of the frivolity 
or importance of the complaints, and act accord- 
ingly. Instances were cited of Mr. Jefferson hav- 
ing written to Congress, asking for inquiry relative 
to the conduct of the judges in Burr’s case, which 
was a right he had in common with every other 
citizen ; and of a member of the house of commons 
who came from the pillory to the house and was 
heard on an atcusation against the chief justice. 

Mr. Robertson was also in favour of admitting 
the accusation to be examined, that the character 
of Mr. Toulmin, which he thought unimpeachable, 
might be publicly justified. 

The question on reference of the papers to the 
Judiciary committee, was determined in the affir- 
mative. ' 

One or two reports were made from commit- 
tees, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor of N. Y. it was ordered 
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mittee of elections of Rufus Easton, contesting the 
right of Mr Scott, (sitting delegate from Missouri) 


| Mr. Easton shall be allowed a seat at the bar of the 


House, in support of his petition. — 

Mr. Wendover, from the committee appointed 
on the subject, reported a bill to alter the flag of 
the United States. [The bill proposes to alter it, 
after the 4th July next, to the old number of thir 
teen stars and stripes.] The bill was twice read 
and committed. 

Mr. Lowndes moved that the committee of ways 
and means be instructed to inquire into the ex. 
pediency of om an appropriation to satisfy the 
claims of the friendly Creek Indians, whose 
perty was plundered by the hostile Creek Indians, 
in consequence of the destruction of their proper- 
ty by the United States. 

Mr. L. stated that an expectation had been held 
out to them during the negociation of a treaty 
with them, that such allowance would be made; 
which intimation had been a strong inducement to 
them to sign the treaty between them and the 
United States. 

The resolve was agreed to. 

The House took up and agreed to Mr. Culpep- 
per’s motion to meet, for the remainder of the 
session, at eleven o’clock. 

The bill for the relief of Wm. Haslett, was read 
a third time and passed. 

And the House adjourned. 





Wednesday, January 1. 

The American Society for Colonizing the Free 
People of Color of the United States met this day, 
at Davis’s Hotel, agreeably to the directions of the 
constitution. 

The henorable Henny Cray, chairman—Taomas 
Dovenerry, secretary. 

Resolved unanimously, That the following amend- 
ments be added to the constitution: to be added 
to the third article, the following words, “ or pay- 
ing a sum not less than thirty dollars, at one sub- 
scription, shall be a member for life ;” and striking 
out the word “ eight,” in the 4th article, and in- 
serting the word “ thirteen,” so that the number of 
vice-presidents of the Sgciety should be thirteen 
instead of eight. ‘ 

The Society then proceeded to the election of 
its officers. 

The hon. Bushrod Washington was unanimously 
elected president. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Hon. William H. Crawford, of Georgia. 

Hon. Henry Clay, of Kentucky. 

Hon. William Phillips, of Massachusetts. 

Col. Henry Rutgers, of New-York, 

Hon. John E. Howard, 

Hon. Samuel Smith, 

Hon. John C. Herbert, 

John Taylor of Caroline, Esq. of Virginia. 

Gen. Andrew Jackson, of Tennessee. 

Robert Ralston, Esq. Bs 

Richard Rush, Esq. § of Pennsylvania. 

Gen. John Mason, of the District of Columbia. 

Rev. Robert Finley, of New-Jersey. 


of Maryland. 


MANAGERS. 
Francis S. Key, James H. Blake. 
Walter Jones, John Peter, 
John Laird, Edmund I. Lee, 


Rey. Dr. James Laurie, 


William ‘Thornton, 
Rev. Stephen B. Balch. 


j Jacob Loffman, 





that, in the discussions of the report of the com- 





Rev. Obad. B. Brown, || Henry Carroll. 
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Elias B. Caldwell, Secretary. 
W. G. D. Worthington, Recording Secretary. 
David English, Treasurer. 


Resolved, That the President and Board of 


Managers be, and they are hereby instructed and 
required to | pees a memorial to Congress on 
the subject of colonizing, with their consent, the 
free people of color of the United States, in Afri- 
ca or elsewhere. 
Mr. Clay having left the chair, general Mason, 
one of the Vice-Presidents, presided as President. 
Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this 
meeting be presented to Mr. Clay for the ability 
and attention with which he has presided as Chair- 
man of the meetings in organizing the Society. 
On motion of Mr. Herbert, 
Resolved unanimously, That the Rev. Robert 
Finley be requested to close the mecting with an 
address to the Throne of Grace. 





NATURAL HISTORY. 
Very interesting additions'to natural history. 


The political employment of our citizens contri- 
butes, in an eminent degree, to the increase of our 
knowledge. Colonel Samuel Hawkins, agent for 
the commissioners to settle the boundary line with 
the British, has brought many things from the north- 
western regions he has visited; among others, 
there are two of great importance to be well un- 
derstood. One isa parcel of the seeds of the fausse 
avoine, (false oats) or wild rice of the lakes, called, 
by botanists, Zizania Aquatica. The grain which 
col. H. has brought is in the husky state, in the 
naked condition stripped of the husk ; and in the 
form it assumes by maceration in alkaline ley for 
human food. In this latter preparation it some- 
what resembles maizé, and is considerably asso- 
ciated to rice, partaking of the good qualities of 
both. This important plant deserves to be domes- 
ticated; it already affords a spontaneous harvest 
to the natives. There can be no doubt the Zizania 
will be the bread corn of the future white inhabi- 
tants bordering on Huron, Michigan, and their 
tributary waters. This enterprizing gentleman is 
entitled to the thanks of his countrymen for intro- 
ducing among them a grain of such high value and 
excellence for increasing the nourishment and sus- 
taining the vigour of man. It is so extensively in 
use that the numerous tribes who live upon it 
were originally named by the French colonists 
fausses avoines, an appellation they bear to the 
present day. 

The same gentleman has also presented to the 
New-Yorkers a treat they never had until now, 
the famous white fish of the lakes. He and major 
Roberdeau brought an actual specimen in good 
order from the foot of the falls of St. May, at the 
outlet of lake Superior. On examination, this de- 
licious animal, tie pride ef the lake, turns out to 
be the toothless Sulmon, (saumon edentube) of a 
kindred species to that which governor Frede- 
Tick sent some years ago from Surrinam to Europe. 
Remarkable to tell, in the lakes of North America 
is a fish of a kindred species, with 2 mouth as un- 
armed as that of a herring, with a skin and scales 
as bright and shining as those of a shad, and with 
every other mark and character of a true salmen. 
The scientific and epicurean world owe to col. H. 
their hearty thanks for the treat of the fish itself, 

and for the means of describing and classing it 
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theme of contemplation are the fisher 
lakes.—Wat. Advocate. nshenes of the 
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INTERESTING DISCOVERY IN ANATOMY 


M. Le Gallois, of the faculty of medici 
ris, has lately made some interesting ines vad 
the principle of life, and particularly on the = 
tion of the heart as connected with it. bay 

His experiments prove that the maintenance of 
life in any part of an animal essentially depends 
on two circumstances ; one of which is the integy: 
ty of that portion of the spinal marrow corres 
ponding with the part; the other, the continuane 
of the circulation of arterial blood in this part, «° 
effect produced by respiration; it follows, the 
that any ae an — _ be made to ~ 
ist separtely so long as both these conditj 
be fulfilled. — 

M. Le Gallois supposes that the brain wills and 
regulates all the animal motions, but the move. 
ments themselves depend on the influence of the 
spinal’s marrow. A cold blooded animal, for ex. 
ample, lives for some days, and moves its limbs 
after the brain is removed; but its movements 
are useless, and those of the feet in contrary dj. 
rections, so that if it takes one step forward, the 
next is perhaps one step backward. He imagines 
that the spinal marrow is acted upon by the brain 
in the same manner as the muscles are acted upon 
by the spinal marrow. 

Doctor Gallois repeated all his experiments in 
the presence of Messrs. Humboldt, Halle, and 
Percy ; by whom a particular examination of the 
facts was made. In confirmation of the doctor's 
theory, we recollect ourselves having witnessed 
some years ago a curious spectacle. A frog had 
been decapitated for the purpose of making some 
galvanic experiments with the head ; and the body 
thrown aside into a tub of water. Next day, 
twenty-four hours afterwards, the body of the 
frog was taken up and submitted to the operation 
of galvanism; when all of a sudden the little ani- 
mal capered up, and hopped first forwards and 
then backwards, continuing its frolics in this man- 
ner for the space of half an hour.—Fet. Int. 





Interesting Cause—The public attention has 
been excited by an advertisement of the marshal 
of this district to a cause of great political interest, 
pending in the district court of the United States, 
now sitting in this town. 

The Spanish brig Pastora, with a very valuable 
cargo, was recently brought into the port of New- 
Bedford, as prize to a private armed schooner saii- 
ing under the patriot flag of Bucnos Ayres. She 
has been arrested by process of that court, on the 
libel of Don Juan Stoughton, consul of Ferdinand 
VII. who claims restitution by provision of the 
treaty between the Unite¢l States and> Spain, as 
also because the governments in South America 
have never by any nation been acknowledged in- 
dependent. 

This case, which may have an important bear- 
ing on the relations of the United States with the 
antient monarchy and the new republic, and 
which involves principles of the first consequences 
in national and municipzl law, has been discussed 
in that court by Wiliam Sullivan, Esq. for the 
Spanish consul, and by James T’. Austin, Esq. for 
the prize-master, and is reserved for further argu- 
ment by the same gentlemen, after the introduc- 








according to the rules of ichthyology. What a 
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could be improper in this stage of the pro- 
ptt . gratify Public curiosity by a detail of 
the case, but we are promised a report of the trial 
and opinion of the court when the cause shall be 
terminated. —Boston Patriot. 

Process of making bread from potatoes and wheat 
flour—As bread made from a mixture of wheat 
‘four and potatoes has been ascertained not only 
to be equaliy nourishing and palatable, but to keep 
many days longer than bread made wholly of 
wheat flour, we give the following experiment, 
communicated by doctor Tilloch of London, as 
the process of making bread from potatoes : 

- « Sixteen pounds of potatoes were washed, and 

when pared weighed twelve pounds. After boil- 
ing they weighed thirteen pounds, and were mix- 
ed whilst warm with twenty-six pounds of flour; 
the potatoes were bruised as fine as possible, and 
half a pound of yeast added. Four quarts of warm 
water were added to the mixture of potatoes, yeast 
and Aour, and the whole well kneaded together 
and left two hours to rise; and then weighed 46 
pounds and 4 ounces. The whole made six loaves 
and two cakes, which were baked at two separate 
times in my iron oven, each baking two hours; 
the six loaves and two cakes the day after being 
baked weighed 40 pounds and 12 ounces.” 





Hydrophobia cured by bleeding —We have read 
several late cases in England of this most dreadful 
and melancholy of all diseases being entirely cured 
by bleeding. The practice of bleeding for the 
hydrophobia is not, however, a recent one, It 
was recommended by doctor Boerhove, the cele- 
brated professor of Leyden, doctor Mead of Eng- 
land, and doctor Rutherford of Edinburg. 





Extracts from London Papers. 

The London Courier of the evening of the 16th, 
announces that the Ports of Great Britain were 
declared open, for the importation of grain, flour, 
oats, &c. and that the Gazette of the 16th, would 
contain the order. 

A meeting took place at Spa Fields, London, at 

12 o’clock, on the 15th, when the Courier was put 
to press ; about 5000 men had then assembled and 
hundreds were coming up. ‘The Lord Mayor, and 
secretary ofthe Home Department, had used every 
precaution to prevent any tumult, all the magis- 
trates had received orders to be on the alert, and 
the military were assembling. It was the inten- 
tion of the meeting to proceed in a body, with a 
statement of their grievances, to the Prince Re- 
rent. 
. A dreadful storm was experienced at Liverpool 
and along the coast of England, which did great 
damage to the shipping and towns on the coast, 
and destroyed many lives. 

London, Nov. 11.—This morning we received 
Paris papers and private letters of Thursday last. 
The two Chambers met on Wednesday. The 
Chamber of Peers elected their Secretarics ;— 
Count Mole and the Duke of Ragusa, as we stated 
on Saturday, are the new Secretaries. ‘The other 
two, Pastoret, and the Duke de Choiseul, were 
Secretaries in the late Chamber. A committee, 
consisting of M. de Fontanes, Lally Tollendal, the 
Bishop of St. Maloe, Count Garnier, and the Mar. 

uis alaru, were appointed to draw up the ad- 
ress to the king. The Chamber then adjourned 
to Saturday. The Chamber of Deputies appointed 
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This verification would not occupy more than two 
days. The Presidents of the Bureaux, whose names 
have transpired, are, M. Beugnot, Voysin de Gor- 
tempe, Simeon, Bonald, the Duke of Treviso 
(Mortier,) ‘Longueve, Blanquart Baileul. The 
Secretaries are, M. de Serre, Camille Jordan, Roy, 
Talleyrand, Labastide, and Villele. 

Paris, Nov. 7—The Chamber assembled yes- 
terday and proceeded to the formation of the 
nine Bureaux. The examination of the Process 
Verbaux of the elections ensued. Of the Presi- 
dents and the Secretaries chosen the Ultras are in 
the minority of one to three. 

Parlemo, Oct. 10.—The American commodore 
Chauncey left the port of Messina with his squad- 
ron in the latter end of September. It isnot known 
whither he steered his course. The result of Mr. 
Pinkney’s negociations at Naples is also still un- 
known here. While commodore Chauncey’s squad 
ron lay in Messina, the Americans had almost 
every day sanguinary quarrels with the English 
who were in the same port. 

Munich, Oct. 29.—This evening at half past six 
o’clock, the marriage of her royal highness the 
Princess Charlotte with his imperial majesty Fran- 
cis the First, Emperor of Austria, King of Hunga- 
ry and Kohemia, &c. was solemnized in the chapel 
of the Royal Palace, according tothe rites of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 





FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 
FOREIGN. 


The British ship of war Tay, has been lost off 
Campeachy, with TWo MILLIONS OF DOLLARS on 
board. 

Belvoir castle, the mansion of the duke of Rut- 
land, was burnt the 25th of October. 40,000/ were 
insured upon it. The paintings alone were valued 
at 80,0007. , 

Parliament.~TIt is calculated that the number of 
persons qualified in England to vote in the elec- 
tion of members in the house of commons amounts 
to 112,875; in Wales 6,512; and in Scotland to 
only 2,697 ; making a total of 122,084 electors in 
Great Britain. What proportion does this number 
bear to a population of nearly fourteen millions ? 

Gen. Savary, duke of Rivigo, was preparing at 
the last dates, to leave Smyrna in an American 
vessel for the United States. Lallemand had start- 
ed for America, via England. 

A report comes from St. Domingo, that the Span 
iards are about to exchange their part of this 
island with France, for Cayenne. 

The king of Wurtemburg died on the 30th of 
October, and is succeeded by his son. 

The seraglio of the grand segnior of Constanti- 
nople took fire and burnt down on the 26th Sept. 
All his wives, 51 in number, narrowly escaped the 
flames. 

The ex-king of Sweden resides at present at 
Hanau, under the name of Gustafsen. He lives in 
great privacy, and has only two persons in his 
house ; a Turk who acts as his servant, and a fe- 
male. 

Vienna, Oct. 19.—A dreadful insurrection of the 
Janissaries at Adrianople is spoken of, in which 
the Agas and Ogleu Dagdeviree, Bostangi, Baschi, 
performing the functions of governor, were cut to 
pieces. This report wants contirmatien however. 

Remarkable Meteor —YVhe Gazette of Dusseldorf 
*On the 





nine Bureaux to verify the powers of the Deputies. 
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mass of iron fell in one of the streets of our city : 
this mass, when cool, was hard, but it was easily 
broken, and emitted a sulphureous smell. Mete- 
ors of this kind are very rare here.” 

By the last news from South America, the pa- 
triots appear to be successful. The royalists had 
taken the fort of Monteblanc by treachery ; but 
General Vittoria, the patriot commander of the 

rovince, was, in his turn besieging the royalists ; 

e had a force blockading the cities of Xalapa, Oli- 
zava, and. Cordova. 

The royalists were advancing from Vera Cruz, 
1,000 strong, upon Boquilla, which is garrisoned 
by only 75 men, and would probably have to sur- 
render. 

The Portuguese fleet, consisting of one 74, two 
frigates, two sloops of war, two gun brigs, six 
transports, &c. were expected to co-operate with 
the land forces against Monte Video, where Gen. 
Artigos was waiting for them with 20,000 men. 

The Paris papers state, as report, that secret 
arrangements were making between the court of 
France and Petion. 

DOMESTIC. 

The Senate of the United States has been sum- 
moned by the Executive to mect in their chamber, 
in this city, on the 4th of March next, the day 
after the termination of the present Congress. 

The Choctaws have-relinquished all their lands 
east of the Tombigby. 

Vevay, Indiana, Dec. 13. 

Indian Purchase.—it is now believed that the 
commissioners will succeed in making a purchase 
ofthe Delaware Indians of all their lands within 
this State; the consent of the Miamies and Potto- 
watomies having been obtained. 

This body of land, about fifty millions of acves, 
is the best in the western country; the most part 
superior to the Miami purchase in Ohio. 

The Slave Trade—The legislature of South- 
Carolina is about to give a death blow to the inhu- 
tan and unprincipled traffic of Negro speculators. 
A bill has passed the lower House, and will, it is 
confidently asserted, pass the Senate, to prohilit 
the introduction of slaves ifto that State without 
special permission from the legislature, and making 
the violation of its provisions felony. 

It has been stated that two Spanish, vessels were 
captured by two South-American privateers im- 
mediately off the Balize, and that Commodore 
Patterson had taken them to answer for this vio- 
lation of our neutral rights. 

We notice the arrival at Louisville, Ky. of a ves- 
sel with a cargo of dry goods, shipped at Liverpool 
for Crxetrnyati, to which place she is bound. On 
this subject the Cincinnati Spy remarks :-—WV. Int. 

“We thus have a practical evidence of what 
may be doze by the spirit and enterprize of our 
western merchants in breaking the spell of de- 

endence on the eastern cities, under which we 
ave so long labored. This is the second arrival 
of goods at this place, direct from Liverpool, with- 
in two months past, which, if continued, with the 
present prices of flour, pork, &c. will soon restore 
Western paper to its real value, and give a spirit 
to internal improvements.” 

It is stated that in the course of one year, since 
the war, more than twelve thousand new settlers, 
almost exclusively from the eastern States, have 
established themselves within the limits of the 
State of New-York, west of the Genessce river. 

American Star Chamber —The republican senate 
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of Kentucky have ordered Colonel 
to be arrested and arraigned at their bar for 
breach of privilege, in publishing a handbill > 
madverting on the conduct of the senate. 
The Virginia Literary Fund amountsto 
half a million of dollars. . Among the soure 
which contribute to this fund, are the fines im “4 
ed for the breach of the lags ; thus making yj 
contribute to the promotion of yirtue. we 
Mr. J. M. Henderson, at Chagrin, in‘Ohio § 
gives to his letter the following postscript: « 4 
well shaped radish grew in my garden the se. ‘ 
past, that measured 30 inches in length, 22 A 
in mr yer and weighed (when well trim; 
med) 153 pounds. It was very tender 
ioe “ ™ Pry 
Died, at the residence of Mr. William Wilkin. 
son, in Brunswick county, Va. Gen. John Wocds, of 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, a member from that State 
in the Congress of the United States. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We have received and read an essay of twent 
pages upon the application of chemistry to 
culture, greatly mortified at the labor of ming 
which the writer had bestowed upon thé subject 
but delighted at the conclusion ; in which he in. 
forms us, that “at some future period he would 
make a series of experiments to confirm or con. 
fute the theory he has offered.” The result of 
his experiments we would gladly publish, but he 
must pardon us if the theory, without such cop. 
firmation, can be of no use to us or any body else, 
This is the age of experiment, and we see no rea- 
son for going back towards the dark ages of yi. 
sionary theory. The improvements suggested by 
practical men are slowly and reluctantly admitted 
by the world; then, what must be the fate of con 


jectures that come from persons evidently and ac. 


knowledgedly without experience? If the man 
who broaches a theory does not think it worth the 
trouble of an experimental test, how can he sup- 
pose that others will think it worth any thing. 
He must pardon us, too, if we refuse our assent to 
some of his chemical postulates ; but we have not 
time at present to give our opinions of the matter. 
When he speaks of carbon and plumbago, (black 
lead) &c. as substances suitable for manures, we 
fear he loses sight of his ultimate object—proft. 
It will never do to send the farmer to the apothe- 
cary’s shop for manures. And for heaven’s sake, 
or for the sake of whatever else the writer may 
have the fear of before his eyes, we beg him not 
to give us such poetical prose upon a subject so 
unpoetical. 

We have received the account of part of the 
Michigan country, and some other letters that af- 
ford real and interesting information. They shall 
be attended to, faithfully and gratefully, when we 
have room for them. 

The person at B. R. who writes about the mise- 
ries of poverty, and the insolent tyranny of the 
rich and great, has our most profound and exalted 
sympathies. Heaven knows that poverty is a 
great evil, and by heaven’s leave we know some- 
thing of it too. All we can advise is, to abandon 
his leveling system for rendering all men equal, 
and endeavor to “ Icvel himself up” to a happy 
mediocrity by some of the pion old methods. 
‘J hate all innovations,” said.a lady, on being in- 


| formed that a new discovery bad been made, by 





which children might be manufactured chemically. 
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